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Chair’s foreword

It’s been my pleasure to witness an extraordinary 12 months at the
V&A in my first full year as chair. Even by the standards of the past
five years, our mission has never felt stronger. Collectively we
believe in the power of creativity to change lives, which is why the
V&A strives to make creativity accessible to everyone - both across
our family of sites and online. In fact, it’s by directly and imaginatively
connecting physical and digital experiences that we have the
greatest chance of reaching the widest and most diverse audiences.

Our biggest bricks-and-mortar launch of 2025-26 - the acclaimed
V&A East Storehouse, visited by more than half a million people
since its May 2025 opening - is also a huge digital success story.
Central to its pioneering concept of “open storage” is the free
Order an Object service, which allows visitors to select items
from the collection to view up-close in person. Almost 40,000
items have been booked since launch, across all areas of the
collection. On site, QR codes have offered increased digital
interpretation. Each click becomes a dynamic encounter,

an opportunity for users to curate their own museum
experience, and the V&A’s engaged sessions online have

risen 50% year-on-year.

Co-creation - with our audiences, the sector and the wider creative
industries - sits at the heart of what we do. At our east London
campus this year, young, diverse local communities have helped
shape both the David Bowie Centre, which opened at V&A East
Storehouse in September 2025 as a permanent working archive

of the singer’s creative process, and the highly anticipated V&A East
Museum, on which work was completed in March 2026 ahead of

its opening in April. Meanwhile, at Young V&A, which has picked

up three more awards for its inventive, child-centred design, the

hit exhibition Inside Aardman: Wallace & Gromit and Friends was

a major collaboration with the Oscar-winning British animation
studio to mark its 50th anniversary.

Innovation and inclusion have also been central to the public
programme at V&A South Kensington, exemplified by the
groundbreaking Design and Disability exhibition - now at V&A
Dundee - which showcases the creativity of Disabled, Deaf and
neurodivergent communities, while also setting new standards

of accessibility for future V&A exhibitions. This greater access

will be enabled by the ongoing gallery redevelopment as part of
FuturePlan at V&A South Kensington, underpinned by exceptionally
generous support from individuals, trusts and foundations.

The V&A’s financial stability, key to ensuring the future of our
collections and expansion of our mission, has been further boosted
by careful planning and self-generated revenue, including a second
consecutive year of record trading for the V&A Shop. At the same
time, V&A membership, a key lever for connecting with our core
audience and supporting our activities, has grown by a staggering
70% to reach record numbers in 2025-26, driven in part by the huge
popularity of the past year’s blockbusting exhibitions.

As we head into an ambitious new five-year plan that will take us
through to 2030, there is no clearer sign that we must go on listening
to our audiences and focusing the V&A'’s resources and energy
where they are needed most - supporting creatives and inspiring

as many people as possible to enjoy the collection as we continue

to champion art, design and creativity in all its forms for everyone.

Baroness Minouche Shafik
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Minouche Shafik, the chair
of trustees for the V&A
Photo: Victoria and Albert
Museum, London
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Director’s foreword

When the V&A was established in 1852, its founding mission was to
educate designers, manufacturers and the public in art and design.
In 2026 that ethos extends to creativity in all its forms, for everyone.

With that mission guiding our purpose, this annual review marks the
close of a transformative five-year period for the V&A: we emerged
from the Covid-19 pandemic, rebuilt and broadened our audiences,
revolutionised access to our collections, reframed them in socially
relevant ways, inspired creative confidence in millions, and became
more sustainable and financially resilient for the future.

In 2020 we were halfway through the development of the V&A

family of sites, with Young V&A, V&A East Storehouse and V&A East
Museum at different stages of design, construction and installation.
Our expansion is now complete. It has resulted in an unrivalled
opening up of national collections, which are available to be viewed
during a private appointment by anyone, seven days a week, at

the click of a button. Opening our three east London sites has also
enabled us to interact with many more young people and families. In
person and online, we are now engaging a more diverse, more global
audience with the very greatest works of decorative and applied arts.

We continue to nurture creative talent at all levels: whether

by running directed-play sessions at Young V&A; workshops in
nurseries in the Thames Gateway area as part of the Creative

Start scheme; careers festivals connecting design professionals
with young people; or by hosting industry-level catwalk shows at our
Fashion in Motion events. Our partnerships with V&A Dundee and
World of Wedgwood continue to strengthen economic opportunity
in the nations and regions of the UK, contributing significantly to
local tourism and education.

As part of efforts to share our collections in as equitable a manner as
possible under the law, several leading initiatives are addressing the
colonial heritage of objects in our care. In India, we continue to tour
the 17th-century wagh nakh - or tiger claws - across the museums
of Maharashtra state, connecting new audiences to the legendary
history of Maratha leader Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. In Ghana, our
Renewable Cultural Partnerships with the Manhyia Palace Museum
facilitated the return of looted Asante gold regalia to its homeland
for display. To celebrate the partnership’s second year, in 2025 we
unveiled a collaboration between the Asante royal goldsmith Nana

Exhibitions and displays

Support and thanks < 4 >

V&A director Tristram Hunt
Photo: Sophia Spring

Poku Amponsah Dwumfour and the British-Ghanaian artist Emefa
Cole. You can see their sculptural work, Unity, in the Silver gallery
at V&A South Kensington.

Increasingly, we work in dialogue with our audiences to shape

our programmes, galleries and learning offering. As the major
redevelopment of the South Asia Gallery gathers pace, we are
working with diaspora communities on the gallery design, curation
and interpretation schemes. In The Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert
Galleries, reopened in March to press and public acclaim, new
provenance research has informed dual labels that show how our
understanding of objects’ histories has evolved, including new
information about Nazi-era looting. Our Youth Collective at V&A East
has worked on the curation of a series of “hacked-end” displays at
V&A East Storehouse addressing salient histories in the collections.

After the post-Covid concerns, we have defied the idea that the
“blockbuster” is dead with a run of spectacular sellout shows:
Gabrielle Chanel. Fashion Manifesto; DIVA; Cartier; and Marie
Antoinette Style - many of which have then made their way around
the world as highly successful cultural exports.

As the V&A family of sites enters another era, with a new strategy for
the next five years due to launch shortly, our mission to champion
creativity for everyone continues to drive the museum forward.

At a critical moment for confidence and growth in the UK, | am
confident that our national impact and contribution to the future
of'the creative economy can only increase.

Sir Tristram Hunt
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Ayearin
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Dancers from English National Ballet, who
performed in front of Le Train Bleu at

V&A East Storehouse in June 2025

Photo: Courtesy of Chanel/Oliver Holms,

© 2026 Succession Picasso/DACS, London
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V&A East Storehouse opens
More than half a million people
have visited the site since it
opened in May 2025.

Above: The Agra Colonnade, from a 17th-century hammam, is one of six large-scale objects at
V&A East Storehouse

Centre: Young V&A director Helen Charman (left) collects the Council of Europe Museum Prize

More awards for Young V&A
The museum was awarded

the Council of Europe Museum
Prize for its child-centred
approach, as well as two

RIBA architectural prizes.

Creative Start kicks off

Launched with prize money from the
2024 Art Fund Museum of the Year
award, this Young V&A initiative offers
creative workshops in state-funded
nursery schools, playgroups and
family hubs in the Thames Gateway
region of southeast England.

Exhibitions and displays Support and thanks < 6 >

“As dazzling as he was”
The David Bowie Centre
opened at V&A East
Storehousein
September 2025,
providing a home
for Bowie’s 90,000-
piece archive of
instruments, costumes,
handwritten lyrics
and more.

Left: A1973 costume
for David Bowie as
Ziggy Stardust

Below: V&A East
Museum in Queen
Elizabeth Olympic

Park, Stratford

Photos: Hufton+Crow;
Council of Europe,
Strasbourg;

Victoria and Albert
Museum, London

V&A East Museum

is completed

The O’Donnell + Tuomey-designed
museum prepared for its opening
on 18 April 2026. It has two

free permanent galleries and

its inaugural exhibition, The
Music is Black: A British Story,
celebrates genres such as

2 tone, grime and drum and bass.
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Focus On: Le Train Bleu

In the first Focus On event at V&A East
Storehouse, celebrating Chanel’s centenary,
Chanel and English National Ballet brought
the iconic 1924 dance piece to the publicin

a free performance against the largest (and
rarely displayed) Picasso work in the world.

Above: Le Train Bleu front cloth installed at V&A East Storehouse
Centre: 18th-century costume on display in Marie Antoinette Style

Centre right: The Patiala Necklace by Cartier Paris, 1928

Forewords Ayearin highlights Strategic priorities

Blockbuster exhibitions

Marie Antoinette Style sold out
two months ahead of closing, while
Cartier featured 350 jewellery
pieces and gemstones, and was
one of the most popular V&A
exhibitions of the 21st century.

Our Voice, Our Future: Breaking

A Festival of Childhood commercial records
A panel including children’s laureate ~ V&A memberships grew
Frank Cottrell-Boyce spoke at the by 70% and the Shop at

first Children’s Commissioner’s V&A South Kensington
festival to explore how best to enjoyed a second
support creative confidence in consecutive year
childhood. of record trading.

Exhibitions and displays Support and thanks < 7 >

“There is enormous pleasure to marvelling
at exquisite treasures, complete with tactile
examples of gold and micromosaic’

- The Guardian

i

The Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert
Galleries reopen

The Gilbert Collection’s 1,200 precious objects
were redisplayed in a refurbished suite of
galleries with a new focus on unbroken chains
of provenance, recognising Nazi-era looting.

Above: One of the new Rosalinde and Arthur
Gilbert Galleries at V&A South Kensington

Photos: Victoria and Albert Museum, London;
Vincent Wulveryck, Collection Cartier © Cartier
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Acquiring contemporary Chinese design
Dimensions: Contemporary Chinese Studio
Crafts at V&A South Kensington was the largest
display of'its kind outside China, with nearly
50 new acquisitions. It revealed how Chinese
artists have used new industrial techniques
and explored non-
functional forms
in a thriving

design industry.

Above: A celadon sculpture
by contemporary Chinese
artist Xu Shiyuan

Forewords Ayearin highlights Strategic priorities

YouTube enters the collection
Areconstruction of an early
YouTube page, featuring the first
video uploaded to the site, Jawed
Karim’s Me at the zoo, was acquired
by the V&A. It advances how the
museum collects digital works and
preserves this important piece of
internet history.

More than three

million searches

Upgrades to Explore the Collections
led to 3.1 million sessions, an
increase of 40% year-on-year.

Exhibitions and displays

Ongoing partnership with Ghana

Support and thanks

The Ripple Effect
Alicja Patanowska’s
ceramic seating
installation in The John
Madejski Garden at V&A
South Kensington was a hit
during London Design
Festival. It reused mining
waste from southwest
Poland and was
commissioned as part of
UK/Poland Season 2025.

Above left: The V&A acquired the
first YouTube watch page in 2025

Centre: Unity, a sculpture
celebrating the V&A’s
partnership with Ghana’s
Manhyia Palace Museum

Left: Alicja Patanowska
creating The Ripple Effect
for London Design Festival

Photos: Victoria and
Albert Museum, London

A new sculpture, Unity, was commissioned in

a collaboration between the Asante royal goldsmith
and British-Ghanaian artist-goldsmith Emefa Cole,
drawing symbolism from rich Asante references.
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The Young V&A Summer Festival 2025
Photo: Victoria and Albert Museum, London
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Below: A Place Beyond by Thomas J Price

stands outside V&A East Museum
‘ \ ‘ , r l ‘ > Photos: Victoria and Albert Museum,
n X a d d Order a n London; Bet Bettencourt;
° Hufton + Crow; David Parry/PA Media
Obj ect Assignments for the V&A
launches

family of sites

V&A East Storehouse opened to acclaim, partner museums
made local impact, and work completed on V&A East Museum

This revolutionary
shift from on display
to on demand enables
visitors to book
appointments with
any five objects in

V&A East Museum

Co-developed with young
people and rooted in east

Londons craft heritage,
V&A East Museum explores

the collection.

creativity in a changing world.

V&A East Storehouse opens

The groundbreaking new working store and

Right: Textiles are popular
visitor attraction in Hackney, east London, with visitors to V&A East

opened in May 2025, and more than 500,000 Storehouse
people have visited it since.

500 objects

make up the permanent
collection, including new

acquisitions such as Thomas
V&A Dundee J Price’s monumental new
work A Place Beyond.

38,298 objects

have been booked since launch,
across all areas of the collection.

12,000 people

have used Order an Object
since its launch.

12% of users

are practising artists or makers.
Feedback included: “The idea of
being this close to such iconic
items is beyond belief.”

61% more tourists

Since V&A Dundee opened,
visitors have boosted the
city’s ecomony.

Aardman at 50

A partnership with the
production house offered
stop-frame filmmaking sessions.

Left: V&A Dundee, designed by Japanese
architecture firm Kengo Kuma & Associates
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Left: Mixed-media collage artist Jazz Grant

Growing new audiences

Live programming, late-night events, residencies and more dosigine by Peter Minahal

attracted new and diverse visitors to the V&A Photo: Chanelle Johnson

Right: A 2026 Fashion in Motion event
with Saul Nash

o o Below: Acrobatics at Young V&A
V&A East Storehouse 51% of visitors insummer 2025
to V&A East Storehouse
are under 35. .
Look What Summer festivals
| Found... 27% are local Events at Young V&A and V&A
The micro-residency programme They work, live or study in South Kensington included
saw artists including Jazz Grant, Waltham Forest, Newham, puppeteers from the West
Mac Collins and Saad Qureshi Tower Hamlets and Hackney. End production of Disney s
spend four days researching L. The Lion King, costume-making
the collection and a fifth day 45% 0fV|$|‘t0 rs and outdoor acrobatics.
presenting their findings. are from minority
ethnic groups.

back2back

V&A East Storehouse’s series of Fashion in MOtiO“

performances, films, installations, talks
British fashion designer Saul Nash

and workshops continued. For Archival
staged three shows with choreographer

Bodies at V&A East Storehouse in June
2025, the Hackney design studio Jordan Franklin inspired by the Raphael
Cartoons, and a collaboration with

playbody used upcycled materials
to create a nightclub. Copenhagen Fashion Week presented
work by emerging Danish designers

Left: The Archival Bodies music event at V&A South Kensington.
Photo: Courtesy of playbody
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Increasing equity and
transforming access

The launch of Order an Object transformed access to V&A collections,

and community-led co-design work continued

V&A East
Youth

Collective

The fifth cohort of
18-24-year-old east
Londoners played

a key role in shaping
V&A East. How We
Make - a reimagined
east London tube map
- featured in V&A East
Storehouse’s opening.

75% of

new hires

at V&A East
Storehouse are
people from the

local area.

Right: Joan Armatrading’s first

guitar, acquired for The Music
is Black: A British Story

The Music is Black
acquisitions
60 new objects were acquired

ahead of the opening of V&A East
Museum’s inaugural exhibition.

South Asian
community
co-design

As part of plans for the new
South Asia Gallery at V&A

South Kensington, an
all-ages group with South
Asian heritage were invited
to co-design the space

and advise on curation

and interpretation.

Right: A snuffoox once owned by
Frederic the Great of Prussia, c1795

Design and Disability

Tactile maps, sensory spaces and British Sign Language and audio

<12 >

guides set a new standard for inclusive museum experiences at
this exhibition of design objects for and by Disabled people.

60,970
visits

at V&A South
Kensington before
the exhibition
travelled to

V&A Dundee,

where it opened
in June 2026.

Right: Design and Disability
at V&A South Kensington

Photos: Isobel Greenhalgh;
Victoria and Albert
Museum, London

Dementia-friendly galleries

Touch and scent interactives in the refurbished
Rosalinde and Arthur Gilbert Galleries

allow visitors, particularly

those with dementia

or sight impairments,

to engage tangibly

with stories of skill

and making.

Sustainability

Biodegradable, seaweed-
coated takeaway boxes
by Notpla were acquired
for the Design 1900-Now
galleries and introduced
in the V&A South
Kensington staff canteen.
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320,000
searches

were for David Bowie-

Explore the
Collections

Sessions rose from 2.1 million to

3.1 million in the 2025-26 financial
year, and users conducted an
average of 11 searches per session,
showing that the platform is used
for deep research tasks.

Digital impact

Record-breaking engagement followed upgrades to websites,
a V&A East Storehouse digital platform and new content formats related objects, driven
by the opening of the

David Bowie Centre.

Social media growth

V&A social media accounts generated more than 298 million

impressions in 2025-26. That s 32% more than the previous
year. V&A now has 4.8 million followers across all platforms.

1 million hours

The total amount of
YouTube watch time.

15.7 million

views

on the main V&A
YouTube channel

- more than double
the number achieved
in 2024-25.

New YouTube

channel

V&A Up Next is aimed

at 16- to 24-year-olds and
features films with Ashnikko,
Ncuti Gatwa and Rose Gray.

Right: Actors Ncuti Gatwa
and Edward Bluemel look
at Elizabethan objects in an
episode of V&A Up Next’s
series Unexpected Item

2.1 million

people follow the
main @vamuseum
Instagram account.

3.5 million

views on Instagram
for a Marie Antoinette
shoe-unboxing video,
produced with the
Ashmolean Museum.

V&A East Storehouse
goes digital

A new in-gallery digital experience whereby
visitors can scan QR codes to find contextual
information and read

stories about the objects

on display. One third

of visitors use

the system.

Right: A 15th-century tile
from Syria, now on display
at V&A East Storehouse

mused more popular than ever

The V&As digital platform for young teenagers offers interactive
content at the intersection of the collections and popular culture.

1.6 million

users

Representing a 134%
increase on the
2024-25 period.

2 million

online sessions, 82%
of which were longer,
engaged interactions.

1.7 million

sessions came from
search, indicating no
negative impact from
Al summary boxes.
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National partnerships

The V&A collaborates with schools and museums across the country The V&A display

on creative learning programmes, acquisitions and advice Lucian Freud’s Etchings:
A Creative Collaboration
travelled to Northern
Ireland and was shown at

Glassworks: Sunderland Titanic Belfast, where it

. . . boosted visitor numbers
The V&A is a strategic advisor to Sunderland and added new elements,
Culture on Glassworks, a new centre for

: such as a recreation of
glassmaking. A £5m grant towards the Freud’s London studio.

£7.5m project comes from the Department
for Culture, Media and Sport s (DCMS)
Cultural Development Fund, which is

administered by Arts Council England. Freud. All Rights Reserved
2023, Bridgeman Images

Right: Trial proof of Pluto Aged Twelve,
2000, an etching by Lucian Freud

Photo: © The Estate of Lucian

Jasperware at 250
V&A Wedgwood Collection in Stoke-on-Trent,

home to 175,000 objects, celebrated the 250th
Left: A painted church anniversary of Jasperware in 2025.

panel that went on

loan to Norwich Su ppor‘tlng
Castle in 2025 .
collections Al desi titi
N ich C tlel Sixty-nine grants were eSIgn competition
orwic astie loans awarded as part of the The public were invited to use
In 2025 three further loans were made Arts Council England/ Al tools to design a Jasperware
to Norwich Castle of 15th-century V&A Purchase Grant vase. Potter Chase Archer won with
artworks: a carving from a stall or Fund to institutions a lobster-inspired creation that
bench, a heraldic stained-glass panel, Above: The V&A contributed a grant across the UK to was 3D-printed and acquired for
and a painted church panel. o The 22&?;2%‘(')‘/’"‘22?588;23}” support acquisitions. the Unpacking the V&A Wedgwood
Chorlton, 2023, by Sarah-Joy Ford Collection: Jasper 250 display.
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D | : : t : Adobe Creative Residency
e I Ve r‘ I n g C r‘e a I Ve The residency’s second year saw photographer
Michael Akuagwu create memory books with families
s and the film Reference Point. Inclusive designer
e u C a t I O n Jess Starns worked with young people struggling
at school, and ceramicist Ciara Neufeldt created

The V&A is reaching more young people than ever with Wedgwood-inspired jelly-mould chairs.

an expanded family of sites and new partnerships
Below: A fashion industry session during the

Upstart: Creative Careers Festival
Photos: Victoria and Albert Museum, London; Sandra Ebert

V&A Innovate

For the 2025-26 schools’ design

competition, teams of year
7-9 pupils created a design V&A EaSt
solution to real-world problems

and following one of three

Upstart: Creative

Careers Festival

themes inspired by the Design: East Summer School Run across the V&A family of sites, this
1900-Now galleries at V&A More than 340 young people took part two-day festival delivered practical training
South Kensington: Reimagine, in the East Summer School in 2025, and professional advice to young people

Join and Rest. through Q&A sessions, workshops, portfolio

collaborating with practising artists.
reviews with artists, and more.

Photography and printmaking sessions
took place at V&A East Storehouse.

L] L]
Left: Students from Hull Sirius West COI Ia borat I ng WIth
Academy take part in a DesignLab ° °oa e
Nation session at Makerspace, u n IVe I"Sltles

Hull, a new programme partner

In November 2025 V&A East

. . . Storehouse hosted Soundhouse,
DGSlgn Lab Nation’s ninth year a three-day takeover with UCL East and
Yamaha that featured live interactive

The programme added Hull Museums and Galleries as a partner.
compositions and musical performances.

Local school pupils made outdoor social seating (Newcastle/
Gateshead), reinterpreted a Wedgwood vase (Stoke-on-Trent)
and used seating to communicate place (Hull).
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2025-26
exhibitions
and displays

Schiaparelli: Fashion Becomes Art opened
at V&A South Kensington in March 2026
Photo: Jamie Stoker
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2025-26 exhibitions

“A luxurious deep dive into the
jeweller’s rich and sprawling
international history, while
benefiting from some
spectacular jewels”

— The Standard

Forewords

Ayearin highlights Strategic priorities Exhibitions and displays Support and thanks <17 >
Cartier Design and Disability
12 April to 16 November 2025 7 June 2025 to 15 February 2026
V&A South Kensington V&A South Kensington

The first major exhibition of Cartier jewels and watches for
three decades. More than 350 objects showed how the Maison’s
craftsmanship and artistic pedigree made it one of the most
significant names in the luxury market from the turn of the

20th century. British architect and artist Asif Khan led

the exhibition design, continuing a tradition of collaborations
between artists and the jeweller.

Curators: Helen Molesworth and Rachel Garrahan

Supported by Oak Foundation

Showecasing the radical contributions of Disabled, Deaf and
neurodivergent people within contemporary design and culture
from the 1940s until now. The 170 objects were displayed across
three sections with a focus on accessible exhibition design.

With further support from the Edith Murphy Foundation and from Frangois Jourdain
and Verity Soper-Jourdain

Curator: Natalie Kane, with support from exhibition research assistant
Reuben Liebeskind
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Marie Antoinette Style

20 September 2025 to 22 March 2026

V&A South Kensington

Sponsored by Manolo Blahnik

The life of one of history’s most misunderstood queens was
re-examined through 250 objects, including rare items from her
private collection, fashion from the era and contemporary couture
inspired by her legacy. This was the first UK exhibition on the French
queen and featured loans from the Palace of Versailles.

With support from Kathryn Uhde

Curator: Sarah Grant, with support from exhibition research assistant Helena Cox

Forewords

Ayearin highlights Strategic priorities

Exhibitions and displays

Support and thanks < 18 >

Schiaparelli: Fashion Becomes Art

28 March to 8 November 2026

V&A South Kensington

Created in collaboration with Schiaparelli

The impact of one of the 20th century’s most innovative fashion
designers is demonstrated through garments from the 1920s to
the present day. The show follows the origins of the house and Elsa
Schiaparelli’s links to surrealism through to its current leadership
by creative director Daniel Roseberry.

With further support from Revolut, Tia Collection and Kathryn Uhde

Curators: Sonnet Stanfill, Lydia Caston and Rosalind McKever

Inside Aardman: Wallace & Gromit and Friends

12 February to 15 November 2026

Young V&A

Supported by The Godwin Family

Aardman Animations has created some of the world’s best-loved
characters, and this exhibition showed how its films and television
shows were made, from conception to modelling and post-production.
It included sets, models, storyboards and more from the Wallace
& Gromit films, Shaun the Sheep and other productions, alongside
interactive displays for children to explore filmmaking and express
their creativity.

Curators: Alex Newson and Tanaya Basu De Sarkar
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2025-26 displays

V&A South Kensington

The Mountainin
Chinese Art

22 May 2023

to 21 October 2025

Energy: Sparks from
the Collection
25 May 2023 to 18 May 2025

Hazara Dress

and Embroidery

from Afghanistan

11 April 2024 to 24 July 2025

Nature Study: Ecology
and the Contemporary
Photobook

8 June 2024 to 18 May 2025

Photography Now
8 June 2024 to 18 May 2025

Enthoven Unboxed: 100
Years of Collecting
Performance

14 September 2024

to 29 March 2026

Japanese Printmaking
21October 2024
to 19 October 2026

British Studio Pottery
and the V&RA

29 October 2024

to 28 September 2025

Material Cultures:
Woodland Goods
26 November 2024
to 31 October 2025

Makers of Modern Gothic:
A.W.N. Pugin and John
Hardman Jr

3 February to 26 October 2025

Adobe Creative Residents
2025: Open Studios

28 February to

28 November 2025

Picturing Canada
15 April 2025 to 13 May 2026

Tatreez: Palestinian
Embroidery
19 May 2025 to 31 May 2026

Juan Covelli, ATRATO
2 September 2025
to 22 February 2026

Women Printmakers
from Iran

25 September 2025

to 27 September 2026

Lasting Impressions: Women
Printmakers 1900 Now

27 September 2025

to 27 September 2026

Sumo Wrestling in
Woodblock Prints
6 October 2025

to 16 August 2026

Dimensions: Chinese
Contemporary Studio Crafts
28 October 2025

to 17 September 2026

John Constable and David
Lucas: A Unison of Feeling
15 November 2025

to 14 June 2026

Design 1900-Now
galleries reopened
18 February 2026

<19 >

V&A Dundee

Thread Memory:
Embroidery from Palestine
26 June 2025

to 26 April 2026

Maggie s: Architecture
that Cares
6 March to 1 November 2026

Tatreez: Palestinian Embroidery
was one of the 2025-26 period’s
most popular displays

Photo: Victoria and Albert
Museum, London
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The Design 1900-Now galleries after reopening in February 2026
Photo: Victoria and Albert Museum, London
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The V&A would like to pay special tribute to the following past and present major benefactors for their exceptional support

— Adobe Foundation

— The Al Thani Collection
Foundation

— Theodore A Amaro*

— American Express

— Lisa Shaffer Anderson and
Dudley Buist Anderson*

— The Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation

— Gregory and Regina
Annenberg Weingarten

— Art Explora

— Art Fund

— Arts and Humanities
Research Council

Bank of America

The Bern Schwartz Family
Foundation*

Blavatnik Family Foundation*
Bloomberg Philanthropies
William and Judith Bollinger
David and Molly Lowell
Borthwick*

Julie and Robert Breckman
Buffini Chao Foundation
Burberry

Cartier

Vladimir Caruana and

lvan Booth

Chanel

Yu-Chee Chong

Max Clendinning

and Ralph Adron

Clore Duffield Foundation
The Clothworkers’
Foundation

Anthony Crickmay

The Curtain Foundation
David Bowie Estate
Drand Mrs Edwin
Davies CBE

Dr Genevieve Davies
DCMS/Wolfson Museums
and Galleries
Improvement Fund
Department for Culture,
Media and Sport

Dior

Sir Harry Djanogly CBE
The Dr Mortimer and
Theresa Sackler
Foundation*

Dunard Fund

EY

The Farrington Family in
memory of Suzanne
Farrington

The Foyle Foundation
The Friends of the V&A
Mrs Elizabeth Gage MBE
Dr Waltraud Ganguly
Garfield Weston Foundation
Michael W. Garthwaite
Jacqueline and
Jonathan Gestetner
The Getty Foundation
Sir Paul Getty KBE

Gilbert Public Arts
Foundation

Gilbert Trust for the Arts
Lydia and Manfred Gorvy*
Sarah and Gerard Griffin
GRoW @ Annenberg
Foundation

Gucci

Jonathan Hardy, Rachel
Whirledge and Anna Fry
Harrods

The Headley Trust

The Hintze Family
Charitable Foundation
Andrew Hochhauser KC
Graham Howe*

Yu Hsiang

The Huo Family Foundation
The Iris Foundation*
Mohammed Abdul Latif
Jameel KBE

Sir Elton John and

David Furnish

Pauline Johnstone
Frédéric Jousset

Kog Holding

The Kusuma Trust

The Linder Collection
The Linder Foundation

— The Lord Leonard and Lady

Estelle Wolfson Foundation

— Prue MacLeod

Sir John Madejski OBE DL
John Makepeace OBE
The McLain Foundation
Meta Media #B#

Ministry of Culture,
Sports and Tourism,
Republic of Korea

The Monument Trust
N. Sethia Foundation
National Heritage
Memorial Fund

The National Lottery
Heritage Fund

Barbara Nessim and
Jules Demchick

The Oliver Ford Foundation
The Parasol

Foundation Trust

Pictet Group Foundation
The Porter Foundation
Mandakini Puri*

Hans and Marit Rausing
Julia and Hans Rausing
The Robert H. N. Ho
Family Foundation
Robert H. Smith Family
Foundation

The Ronald and Rita
McAulay Foundation
The Rosalinde and Arthur
Gilbert Foundation

Sir Paul and Lady

Jill Ruddock

Simon Sainsbury

The Rt Hon Sir Timothy
and Lady Sainsbury
Samsung

The Sarikhani Family
Schiaparelli

Leslie, Judith and
Gabrielle Schreyer*

— Anonymous in memory of
Melvin R. Seiden

— The Selz Foundation*

— Sennheiser

— Shao Zhong Art
Foundation BBEZAEES

— Nicholas Snowman OBE

— Société Générale

— Swarovski

— Toshiba

— MrT.T. Tsui

— V&A Americas Foundation

— V&A Photographs
Acquisition Group

— Volkswagen Group

— Warner Music Group*

— Wartski

— Dr Susan Weber*

— The A. H. Whiteley Family

— Peter Williams and
Heather Acton

— Wolfson Foundation

— Wirth Group

And others who wish

to remain anonymous

The V&A would like to
thank the following for
generously supporting the
museum’s ongoing
redevelopment in 2025-26

— David and Molly Lowell
Borthwick*

— Cockayne Grants for the
Arts, a Donor Advised Fund,
held at The Prism
Charitable Trust

— Dunard Fund

— Lydia and Manfred Gorvy*

— Roderick and Elizabeth Jack

— Frédéric Jousset

— The London Ballet Circle

— Mandakini Puri*

— The National Lottery
Heritage Fund

— Edwina Sassoon MBE

— Chris and Nicky Thom*

And others who wish
to remain anonymous

*Donations marked with an
asterisk were made possible by
the V&A Americas Foundation

A17th-century Japanese incense
burner (koro) in the form of a sleeping
monk. Purchase funded by Toshiba
Photo: Victoria and Albert

Museum, London
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The V&A is very grateful to those who have made a contribution to the museum’s work through the Director’s Circle

Platinum

Steve and Claire Almond
Caroline Amrolia

The Arah Foundation
Simon Arora and

Shalni Arora OBE

William Strong Barrett
and Katherina Minardo
Macht (Barrett)

The Meghani Bhanji Family
David and Molly

Lowell Borthwick

Diane Brennan Kim
Stephen and Anne Curran
Dr Genevieve Davies

Mr Stephen Fitzgerald AO
and Mrs Julie Fitzgerald
Claire and Simon Godwin
Dr Steve and Mrs
Lorraine Groves

Mrs Olivia Harrison
Russell and Lisa Healey
Rebecca Henderson
Andrew Hochhauser KC
Dr Yan Huo

Roderick and Elizabeth Jack

Mr and Mrs Jerker
Johansson

Frangois Jourdain and
Verity Soper-Jourdain
Rebecca Kemsley
Rosemary Lambert
Andrew Law and Diana
Abousleiman

Sally Rui Li

Aarti Lohia

Jenny Marlow

— Sir Harvey McGrath
and Lady McGrath
— Peter and Maggie
Murray-Smith
— Sarah Nichols
— Donna Ockenden Limited
— Batia and Idan Ofer

— Melinda and Denis Mirlesse

— Dr Fiona Pathiraja and
Mr Sgren Fryland Mgller
— Mr and Mrs Pinto
— Sir Paul and Lady
Jill Ruddock
— Cece Sammy-Lightfoot
— Ryan Schwartz
— Jake and Hélene
Marie Shafran
— Mrs Caroline Silver
— Mrand Mrs Marc St John
— Alastair Storey
— Margaret and
Jeremy Strachan
— Mr Francis Sultana
and Mr David Gill
— Kathryn Uhde
— Gilbert and Lara Verdian
— Sianand
Matthew Westerman
— Peter Williams and
Heather Acton
— Lucy Winslow
— Peter and Jan Winslow
— Lady Estelle Wolfson
of Marylebone
And others who wish to
remain anonymous

Gold

Sarah Abell

Marcus Agius CBE and
Kate de Rothschild Agius
Tim Allan CBE

Zachery and

Deanne Anderson

John Benjamin and
Elizabeth Weeks

Keeli and John Brantl
Amanda S Brill,

TL Brill Parisi

Patricia Buck

Mrs Kim Buckland MBE
Mr and Mrs Graham Child
Lady Susan Chinn
Alberica di San Germano
Laura and Peter Earnshaw
Rusty and Victoria Elvidge
John and Hilary Everett
Andrea Fleischman and
Bhavuk Kaul

Sam Fogg

Mrs Caroline Freymond
Georgina Garthwaite
Amanda Gowing

Olga Grishina

Clifford and Sooozee Gundle

Charles and Kaaren Hale
Lady Hamlyn

Nick Hoffman and
Amanda Cupples
Loredana Horlor

Kate Howe

Mike and Caroline Howes
Janice Hughes CBE

and Stephen Taylor

Diala Khlat, MBE

Mr and Mrs James Kirkman
William Loschert KSG

Ms Olena Lutsenko

Martha Mehta

Sir Brian and Lady Pomeroy
Mrs Mina Renton

Mrs Jordan Rhodes

Bianca and Stuart Roden
Elaine Rowley

Mrs Phillipa Skinner

Tim and Lynda Smith

Mrs Lorraine Spencer

Mrs Rosalind Sweeting
Kristin Weikel

And others who wish
to remain anonymous

Silver

Penny Aikens

Tom Reid and

Lindy Ambrose

Hannah Armstrong

Mrs Jema Arnold

The Hon Mrs

Nicholas Assheton
Bernadette Barber
Lauren Barnett

James Bartos

Lady Pernilla Bennet
Karen Berges and

Alan Matthews

Ms C. Allegra Berman and
Ms Kate Richardson
Bindu and Drew Besser
Graham and

Sarah Blackburn

Mrs Basia Briggs

Kate and Matt Brittin
Anna and Michael
Bromley-Martin
Amanda Burden

Eric and Virginia Campus
Mr Quaid Childers
Krishna Choudhary
Louis Circe

Joanna Clover

Clare Connell

Cynthia Corbett

James and

Victoria Corcoran
Katherine Craig

Michael and Angela Cronk
Jessica Margaret Curley
Mr and Mrs
Christopher Dale

Mr Jim Daley and

Ms Alix Robson

Daniel Dayan and
Jennifer Ison

Noel De Keyzer

The de Laszlo Foundation
Jessica B. Dickinson and
Ori Ben-Akiva

Stuart Donachie and
Chris Carter

Valentina Drouin

Mariya Dykalo

Susanna and

Graham Edwards

Lord and Lady Egremont
Linda Elliott

Alessandra Englaro

Mark Evans

Daire Farnon

Tania and Mark Fawcett
Mia Fenwick

Jeffand Emily Fergus
Mrs Ailsa Feroze

Preston Fitzgerald and
Cedric Smith

Joachim Fleury and

Vita Gottlieb

Duncan Forbes
Kimberleigh Gelber
Jacqueline and

Jonathan Gestetner
Cindy Jane Glasby

Emily Goad

Ms Diana Robinson and Mr
Chris Godding

Mary Godwin

Sam and Jane Gordon Clark
Janet Gough and Jim Lloyd

Mr and Mrs Gudmundsson
Louisa Guinness

Annika Hall

Pia Hallstrom

Elizabeth Hamilton MBE
Mr and Mrs John Hardy
Emma Hawkins

Mrs Jennifer Hayes

Mrs Katrin Henkel
Marianne Hinton

Mrs Gundula Hoban

Anne Holmes-Drewry

Nina lrwin

Caroline Jackson
Josephine Jenno

Amrita Jhaveri

Mrs Diana Kawkabani

Dr Elisabeth Kehoe

Kit Kemp

Princess Jeet Nabha
Khemka and Mr N

and L Khemka

Poonam Khubani
Professor Rodney Kinsman
Sybil Kretzmer

Victor (Phone Si Thu) Ye
Yint Kyaw Win

Steven Larcombe and Sonya
Leydecker

Geraldine Larkin

Malcolm and Sarah Le May
Mark and Sophie Lewisohn

— Al MacCuish
— Sarah Mackey and

Marc Teasdale

— Danielle Maiorano

Joan Major

— Richard Mansell-Jones
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Janet Martin

Mrs Bridget Maynard
Helle and Hardy McLain
Martin Mellish

Jackie and Carl Michaelsen
Megha Mittal

Patrick and Susan Mocatta
Clodagh Moreland

Eli Muraidekh and

Bryan Feiss

Kiran Nandra-Koehrer
Nigel and Joanna Newton
Christina Norvell

Mr and Mrs James Ogilvy
Hilary O’Neill

Tatjana Orlova

Kathrine Palmer

Heidi Paradise

Grant Pierrus

Susan Prevezer KC
Diccon and Lesley Pullen
Lady Purves

Ms Chelsea Purvis and

Mr Alnawaz Jiwa

Megan Quinn and

MG Siegler

Mrs Sumru Ramsey
Graham and Jane Reddish
Mr and Mrs Simon Reuben
Marianna Ricchio O’Sullivan
Mr and Mrs James Ritblat
Shannon Robbins

Rose and Violet

Sarah and Patrick Ryan
Jeremy and Ros Sacher
Nour Saleh

Achille Salvagni

Aline Santos

Edwina Sassoon MBE
Nicole Schoeni-Toye

Baroness Minouche
Shafik DBE

— Xuandi Shan

— Coraand Kaveh Sheibani

— Lewis and Mandy Smith

— Mr Peter Soros and
Mrs Electra Toub

— Andrew Spells

— Katie Staight

— Paul Stanley KC
and Daniel Slater

— Staples Trust

— Ottilie Stevenson

— Mrs Diane Sundt

— Alexandra Taylor

— The Textile
Retreat Company

— Top Selection Ltd

— Tricia Topping

— Mr Julian Treger

— Carolyn Tripp

— Ursula Tucker

— Julian Vogel

— Robert and Felicity
Waley-Cohen

— Margaret and David Walker

— Caro Waller

— Mr Ross Wheeler

— Susan and Charles
Whiddington

— Stephen White

— DrYvonne Winkler

— Mrs Jane Ylvisaker

— Thomas Yurkin

— David Zwirner

And others who wish

to remain anonymous

Forewords Ayearin highlights Strategic priorities

The V&A is particularly grateful to those whose
support has contributed to the work of the
Photographs Section through the Photographs
Acquisition Group

— Orsi Bakos
— Banque Pictet and Cie SA in relation to ‘Prix Pictet’
— Caroline and lan Banwell*
— The Bern Schwartz Family Foundation
and Dr Anne Varick Lauder*
— Rafaél Biosse Duplan (Co-Chair)
— Cathy Wills Charitable Trust
— Jimand Ruth Grover
— Mrs Lara Veroner Gubitosi and Mr Marco Gubitosi
— Loren Kaye
— Constantin Kirwan-Taylor
— Dominique Levy (Co-Chair)*
- C.C. Marsh*
— Andrew MclLeod
— Susan Rogers Moehlmann*
— Luis Oganes*
— Debra and Ben Rapp
— The Rob and Lydia Petty Family Foundation*
— Andy Simpkin
— Michael G. and C. Jane Wilson*
And others who wish to remain anonymous

*Donations marked with an asterisk were made
possible by the V&A Americas Foundation

Exhibitions and displays

Support and thanks
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The V&A is especially grateful for the invaluable support of its Young Patrons’ Circle

Luminaries

Sana Chetan Bhatia

Emily Henderson and
Christopher Lillywhite
Tim and Yasuyo Hennock
llias Kapsalis Skoufos
Daria Kocherova and
Christos Vlachos

Faaiza Lalji (Co-Chair) and
Ameel Somani

Colleen Ritzau Leth
Xiaowei Yuan (Ambassador)

Young Patrons

Omar Abdellaoui

Joy Adams

Karniella Adoubi

Haya Al-Amin

Dr Ghadah W. Alharthi
(Ambassador)

Laura Allard-Fleischl
Ryosuke Amano

Mihai Anca

Caroline Andrew

Ariane Ankarcrona-Cain
Tameem Antoniades and
Rebecca Hansen

Joy Anyanwu

Abigail Arana

Nur Arvas and Gulru Arvas
HRH Kieran Ashanti-Reilly
Olga Ashby

Harriet Aylwin

Armita Azar

Irina B.

Chaka L. Bachmann

Dr Sonia Chloe Bains and
Sharn Victoria Bains

Francesca Barrow
Peter and Sarah
Bedingfield Shutt

Earl and Countess of Belfast
Mimi Belhaj

Silvia Bence-Jones
Jasmine Boadi

Ana Beatriz Bomeny
David Bradbury
Samuel Brewer

Luke Bromage-Henry
Ana Maria Bruggink
Claudia Buffini
(Ambassador)

Olivia Burman

Wolf Byttner and

Ivana Cipolletta

Jon Cai

Julien M. B. Cameron
Maria Beatrice Carrara
Annabel Chammas and
Lara Chammas
Anabela Chan

Melissa and Tom Chaplin
Shiri Chapman-Daniel
Aiyuxin Chen
XiaoMeng Cheng
Hannah Clark

Zoe Claymore
Adrienne Clement
Hannah Collins
Adriana Concin and
Guido Tavella

Kyra Cornwall
Samantha Cortes
Freya Costello
Maximilian Crown

Lucy Crowther
Isabel Cruz

Rusudani Dangadze
Angus de Kirkby
Thomas de Noronha
e Silva Tomei
Frederique Declerck
and Emma Nadim
Mahsa Dehghani
Cameron Di Leo
Sarah Dombek
Stephen and Lanah Donnelly
Walker Ray Dornisch
Margot Drayson
Mathilde Duport
Lena Economides Lamotte
Gabriella Efthimiou
Selena Falcone

Maria Ana Fonseca
Thomas Forwood and
Leslie Ramos
Magdalena Gabriel
Amy Gardner
Jessica Gioglio
Georgia Gordon

M. Gottier

Olga Grishina

Blaise Guerrand-Hermes
Madeleine Guiné
Akop and Mariam
Gulushanian

Martin Haarmans
Elizabeth Hadeed
Lina Hares

Hugh Harris

Rosie Harte

Léna Hartmann
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Eva Hayek

Petrina Hesketh

Neha Hiranandani
Marcus Hirst

Carissa Ho

Oliver Holloway
André Holmqvist
Vivienne Humphreys
Farleigh Hungerford
Michael Hutchinson
Frédéric Jeanmaire
Philippa Jenkings
Chani Jensen

Adam Johannesson
Leila Kaur Kailey
Kapinga Amelia Kalombo
Holly Kelsey

Imrose Khilji and Iba Khilji
He Sun Kim

Victoria Kleiner (Co-Chair)
Mickael Korausch
Shivina Kumari
Victoria La Rosa
Bruna Lago Fazolo
Philippa Lai

Lina Lakdim

Rahim Lalji

Dami and Jide Lalude
Eliza Lambert
Clémence Larrivée
Elodie Lasserre
Abigail Ledes Akesson
Alex Lee

Lin Lei

Katie Levinthal

Kai Li

Susan Li

Elisa Renée Libraty
Jonathan Lim and
Sarah Mansfield

Louise Lisztman

and Maheen Khan
Matthew Little
Valentina Lorenzon
Anna Lund (Ambassador)
and Allan Chen
McKenna

MacDonald Monnery
Raphaél Machiels
The lan Mactaggart Trust
Anna Maj Madsen
Domenica Marland
Jennifer N. Marques
Antonia Marshall
Elise Maynard and
Gisli Arnason-Maynard
Leah Mclver

Elle McPherson-Yoon
Aytan Mehdiyeva and
Olaf Vissers

Nicholas Metzgen and
Karolina Zastarskyte
Timothy Meyers
Michael Milano and
Eleanor Thadani
Michelle Modest
Vitoria Monteiro

de Carvalho Faria

Mx Mostachfi
Zenouska Mowatt and
April Hudson
Roxanne Murray
Josef Musil

Denis and Yulia Nagy
Victoria Neumer

Lord and Lady Newport
Jessica Nicholls

Mrs Elena Nies
Nerine Niessen

Kelly Novak

Mary Oboh

Parker O’Connor

Forewords

Juliet Marie Oman
Kateryna Orieshyna
Houda Ougaddoum
Petra Palumbo

Yana Paulovich
Emma Phillips
Samantha Pickett
Octavio Pinto Barreyro
Juliana Ponce de Ledn
Sage P. Reingatch
Elle Prudence
Briana Redzeposki
Samuel Ritchie and
Nicholas Ritchie
Lucy Robson

James Roditi
Mariam Saifullah and
Mariam Ahmed
Nikoleta Santinni
Merve Sarikaya

Ziba Sarikhani
(Ambassador)
Nusaiba Sarkar
Nicole Schembre
Henrietta Seligman
Samia Shamim Chagani
Mr J. F. Shaw and
Mrs D. M. Shaw
Megan Shears
Bianca Shi

CoCo Shi

Vivien Shonhan
Vladimir Shukhov
(Ambassador)
Oliwia Siem

Mr James Silver and
Ms Greta Pociejute
Mandeep Singh
Laura Sofie

Kaveeta Sonigra
Pranav Sood and
Olivia Seddon Daines

Ayearin highlights

Stephanie Souroujon
Alexander Spencer and
Eamonn Katter

Jess Stein

Georgina Stewart
Raine Storey and
Maximillian Tucker
Roxana Sursock Karam
(Ambassador)

Noemi Alyssa Suter
Kira Svenning

Bina Tailor

Tia Tanna

Chase Tecimer

Heloise Thomson and
Zara Thomson

Tara Timoney

Riccardo Tordera Ricchi
di San Martino in Rio
Adam Treger

Natalie Turco-Williams
and Rahul Govind
Charis Tyndall and
James Richards
Mathieu Van Assche
Michael John Veal
Yasmin Veghal

Ariana Vergos de Zavala
Selina Verma-Jones
Timothy and Flora
Vesterberg (Co-Chair)
Anisha Vishwanath
Ariana and Oliver

von der Heyde
Katherine Vysotsky
Scarlett Walsh

Fang Lin and Shiyi Wang
Hadden White

Emily Whiteaway
Jessica Wilkinson and
Timothy Creswick

Strategic priorities

Exhibitions and displays

Dominic Williams and
Lauren Hitchman

Luke Williams (Co-Chair)
and Bella Marr

Jack Wills and Emma Shaw
Alexandra Wyatt and
Alexander Robinson
Taotao Xing and
Stephen Yiu

Christine Yip and
Gerardo Manzo

Jingqi Zhang

Stephanie Zhang

Irina Zigar

And others who wish
to remain anonymous

Support and thanks
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Queensboro Bridge, 1964.
Photograph by Evelyn Hofer.
Purchase funded by the
Photographs Acquisition Group
Photo: Victoria and Albert
Museum, London
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The V&A would like to record its gratitude to the following sponsors and supporters of exhibitions, displays and events that have taken place this year

Nature Study: Ecology and the
Contemporary Photobook

8 June 2024 to 18 May 2025
Supported by The Bern Schwartz
Family Foundation

NAOMI: In Fashion

22 June 2024 to 6 April 2025
Supported by BOSS

With additional support

from Mohammed Al Turki

V&A lllustration Awards

18 September 2024

to 21 September 2025
Supported by The Linder
Foundation and the Moira Gemmill
Memorial fund

British Studio Pottery and the V&A
28 October 2024 to

28 September 2025

Supported by The Headley Trust

The Great Mughals: Art,
Architecture and Opulence

9 November 2024 to 5 May 2025
Supported by the Huo Family
Foundation, The Al Thani
Collection Foundation and the
Blavatnik Family Foundation

With further support from Maithili
Parekh and Shashank Singh, the
V&A Americas Foundation and
Santi Jewels

With additional support from the

E. Rhodes and Leona B. Carpenter
Foundation*, Sam Fogg and
Francesca Galloway, John Benjamin
and Family, ARTscapades, The Luigi
and Laura Dallapiccola Foundation,
and Professor Richard

Portes CBE FBA

Material Cultures: Woodland Goods
26 November 2024 to 31 October 2025
This display was part of Make Good:
Rethinking Material Futures,

a 10-year project supported

by John Makepeace OBE

Makers of Modern Gothic: A.W.N.
Pugin and John Hardman Jr

3 February to 26 October 2025
The drawings by Pugin for his work
with John Hardman Jr were
purchased with support from Art
Fund, The Rick Mather David Scrase
Foundation, The Friends of the
National Libraries and The Murray
Family, with additional support from
Bonhams. The album of drawings by
Pugin for his work with George
Myers was purchased thanks to the
generosity of The Rick Mather David
Scrase Foundation

Making Egypt

15 February to 2 November 2025
Supported by CIB

With further support from Dr Steve
and Mrs Lorraine Groves, The
William Brake Foundation, the estate
of the late Sabina Stevenson, in
memory of Hugh James Stevenson,
and additional support from Chris
and Nicky Thom

Design and Disability

7 June 2025 to 15 February 2026
Supported by Oak Foundation

With further support from the Edith
Murphy Foundation and from
Frangois Jourdain and Verity
Soper-Jourdain

Thread Memory: Embroidery
from Palestine

26 June 2025 to 26 April 2026
This exhibition was made in
partnership with Art Jameel, the
Palestinian Museum, V&A South
Kensington and V&A Dundee

Juan Covelli, ATRATO

2 September 2025

to 22 February 2026

Commission supported by the KHR
McNeely Family Foundation, Kevin,
Rosemary, and Hannah Rose McNeely.
With further support from the Embassy
of Colombia to the United Kingdom, as
part of the bicentenary celebrations
commemorating 200 years of diplomatic
relations between Colombia and the UK

Marie Antoinette Style

20 September 2025

to 22 March 2026

Sponsored by Manolo Blahnik
With support from Kathryn Uhde

Dimensions: Contemporary Chinese
Studio Crafts

28 October 2025 to

17 September 2026

Supported by KennedyTing

and Tian Foundation

Adobe Creative Residents on Display
2 December 2025 to 1 November 2026
The Adobe Creative Residency is
supported by the Adobe Foundation

Inside Aardman: Wallace & Gromit
and Friends

12 February to 15 November 2026
Supported by The Godwin Family

Schiaparelli: Fashion Becomes Art
28 March to 8 November 2026

In collaboration with Schiaparelli
With further support from Revolut,
Tia Collection and Kathryn Uhde

< 25 >
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The V&A would like to thank
the following Corporate Members

The V&A is indebted to those who have made generous
gifts to support acquisitions, conservation, learning and

The V&A would like to thank the following sponsors and supporters of exhibitions
and displays that will be taking place over the next year and beyond

The Music is Black: A British Story
18 April 2026 to 3 January 2027 13 March 2027 to 2 January 2028
Supported by Ford Foundation Supported by Dr Steve and

With further support from the Huo Family Mrs Lorraine Groves

Foundation and GRoW @ Annenberg
Sound experience supported

by Sennheiser

Punk to Pop

Urushi Now: Contemporary
Japanese Lacquer

30 April 2026 to 30 April 2027
Rising Voices: Contemporary Art Supported by Toshiba and Hiroyuki Maki
from Asia, Australia and the Pacific
16 May 2026 to 10 January 2027
Sponsored by Aesop

With further support from The Japan
Foundation and The Great Britain
Sasakawa Foundation

Sun Artists: Pictorialism in Print
16 May 2026 to 9 May 2027
Supported by The Bern Schwartz
Family Foundation

Degrees of Disruption: Vera Molnar
and Generative Art

16 October 2026 to 30 May 2027
Supported by Péter Kiill6i, Orsi Bakos,
Gabor Borda, Ladislav Kossar, Norbert
Streitmann, Peter Szauer, Gyorgy
Szentivanyi and Vintage Galéria Budapest

Constantinople to Istanbul:

One City, Two Empires

7 November 2026 to 9 May 2027

In partnership with Kog Holding
Supported by the Huo Family Foundation
With further support from Erim Bener
Publication supported by the Ruddock
Foundation for the Arts

Corporate Patrons

— Ballymore

— Bank of America

— Baringa

— Bloomberg

— BNP Paribas

— Burberry

— Chanel

— Citadel and Citadel
Securities

— Cultureshock
Media Ltd

- EY

- HSBC UK

— LGT Wealth
Management

— Linklaters

— Mayer Brown

— Mishcon de Reya

— Norton Rose
Fulbright

— Proskauer

— Rathbones

— Rothschild & Co

— Societe Generale

— Sotheby’s

— SUR Multi Family
Office

- WIM

Corporate Members
Access Industries
— Allianz Commerical
Bicester Village
Christie’s
— Imperial

Health Charity

- JATO Dynamics
Pi Capital
SevenCapital

— Slaughter and May
Toshiba

Hotel Members

— Brilliant by Langham

— The Cadogan,
A Belmond Hotel,
London

— The Capital Hotel,
Apartments &
Townhouse

— Clermont
Hotel Group

— COMO Metropolitan
London and
COMO The Halkin

— Crimson Hotels

— Edwardian
Hotels London

— Egerton House Hotel

— Four Seasons
Hotel Park Lane

— Hotel Café Royal

— Hyatt Regency
London Stratford

— The Kensington,
part of The Doyle
Collection hotel group

— Maybourne

— The Other House
South Kensington

— Rocco Forte

- YOTEL

other projects

Acquisitions and

Conservation

— Azadeh Akhlaghi

— Amy P. Goldman
Foundation*

— The Anglo-
Portuguese Society

— Joan Armatrading

— Art Fund

— Colin Axon &
Margaret Axon

— OrsiBakos

— Banwell Family
Foundation*

— Jac Batey

— Mrs Shirley Beljon

— Elliott Bernerd

— Coralie Bickford-Smith

— Blavatnik Family
Foundation*

— The Brain Collection

— Emma Brining

— John Bulmer

— Susie Cave

— Chanel

— Cindy Chao

— Caroline Cheng

— Brian Coleman*

— Collection David Knaus

— Stella Dadzie

— Dewynters Ltd

— Michael Diamond

— Sarah Don

— Paul Doros

— Dries Van Noten

— Durjoy Bangladesh
Foundation (DBF)

Marianne Fassler
Carol Fawcett

Fiskars (Vita) UK Limited
Jim Fitzpatrick

Conor Foran

Bob Frith

Jermaine Gallacher
Keli Goff

Google

Christopher
Gorman-Evans

Gucci

Martine Gutierrez

H Foundation

for the Arts

Hagan Family Foundation
Jennifer Hawkins Opie
Licia He

Andy Hei

Lizzie and Eric Himmel
Robert Y. C. Ho

Mike and Caroline Howes
Nadine ljewere

Marc Jacobs

Neha and

Sumedh Jaiswal

Jiang Shaoqging, with
support of Sally Rui Li
Kil Joonkyung and
Park Hankil

JW Anderson
Kagayuzen Maida
KennedyTing

Nay Kim

Andrzej Klimowski
Kateryna Korolevtseva
(Ukraine)
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Junko Koshino

Helen Lackner

Dwight and

Lorri Lanmon

Dorothy Latsis
Roberta Lazzarini
Betty Lo, Mengdiexuan
Loewe

The Luigiand Laura
Dallapiccola Foundation
Kate Macintosh

MBE, RIBA

Hiroyuki Maki

Marvin Lipofsky Studio
Ronay and Richard

L. Menschel*

Chloe Elizabeth
Middleton-Metcalfe
Nicholas and Judith
Goodison’s Charitable
Settlement

Michael O’Brien

Donna Ockenden
Susanna Pang and Dr
Tsun-Woon Lee

Park Youngae

Pak Youngsook
Benjamin Phillips

J. Randall Plummer
Prada

Diana Quasha*

Anna Ridler, with
support from the EMAP/
EMARE programme
(part of Creative Europe)
and Impakt

Rowetta

Primavera Roxan
Boman-Behram

Ebony Russell

Seal

Huang Shan

Penny Slinger

Castro Smith

Clare Sorensen and
Anna Sorensen Sargent
Alexandra Stones
Janet Suzman DBE
Torishéju

Toshiba International
Foundation

Michael and Yvonne Uva
Margaret and

David Walker

Warner Music Group*
Charles Wong

Colin Wyman

Patricia Young
YouTube

Annaiss Yucra

Sun Yue, with assistance
from Sally Rui Li

Zirui Zhuang

Learning

The 29th May 1961
Charitable Trust
Adobe Foundation

Art Explora

CHK Foundation

Daniel Howard
Foundation

Danish Arts Foundation
The Eranda Rothschild
Foundation

Forewords

— The John S Cohen
Foundation

— The LEGO Group

— The Lord Leonard and
Lady Estelle Wolfson
Foundation

— Sarah Nichols

— Old Possum’s
Practical Trust

— Outset Contemporary
Art Fund

— Rockspring
Charitable Trust

— Tioc Foundation

— Toshiba International
Foundation

— Jan and Peter Winslow

Other Grants,

Sponsorship and

Donations

— Steve and Claire Almond

— The Ampersand
Foundation

— The Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation

— Art Explora

— Art Fund

— Arts and Humanities
Research Council

— The Atkin Charitable
Foundation

— Bei Shan Tang
Foundation

— Mrs Shirley Beljon

— The Bern Schwartz
Family Foundation*

Ayear in highlights

The Bunnett-Muir
Musical Theatre
Archive Trust

C Jay Moorhead
Foundation*
Camalotte Foundation*
David and

Elizabeth Challen
Chanel

Colwinston
Charitable Trust
The Company

of Art Scholars
Charitable Trust
Daniel Howard
Foundation

Danish Arts
Foundation

Dr. Lee MacCormick
Edwards Charitable
Foundation*

— Durjoy Bangladesh

Foundation (DBF)
Embassy of the
Kingdom of the
Netherlands

Embassy of

Spainin London

The Finnis Scott
Foundation

Claire and

Simon Godwin

KHR McNeely Family
Foundation, Kevin,
Rosemary, and Hannah
Rose McNeely*

Steven Larcombe and
Sonya Leydecker

The Linder Foundation

Strategic priorities

London Games Festival
National Museum

of Korea

Maison Ladurée

John Makepeace OBE
Forbes Maner*

Michael Marks
Charitable Trust

The National Lottery
Heritage Fund
Nyetimber

Oak Foundation

The Oliver Ford
Foundation

Kathrine Palmer

The Philip and Irene Toll
Gage Foundation*
Pictet Group Foundation
Marcela and

Daniel Pinto*

Professor Richard
Portes CBE FBA

Bambi Putnam*

The Randolph Caldecott
Collection Trust

Rita J. and Stanley

H. Kaplan Family
Foundation*

Royal Thai Embassy
Ruth Covo Family
Foundation*

Salomon Oppenheimer
Philanthropic Foundation
Clare Scherrer*

Soane Britain

David Solo

Margaret and

Jeremy Strachan

Exhibitions and displays

Support and thanks

Tioc Foundation
UK Research and
Innovation (UKRI)
V&A Americas
Foundation*
Alison and

Tom Wedgwood
Jenny and Woody White*
The William Brake
Foundation

Peter Williams and
Heather Acton
YouTube

< 27 >

And others who wish
to remain anonymous

*Donations
marked with

an asterisk were
made possible by
the V&A Americas
Foundation
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The V&A would like to thank members of the Henry Cole Circle for their generous commitment to supporting the
future of the V&A by pledging a gift in their Will

Henry Cole Circle

David and Rosalind Abrahams
Mr Javier Aguilar Icaza and
Mrs Candela Garcia Arco
Richard Aronson and
Joyce Kirschner

Jill Bace

Leigh Baildham

Mr Peter M. Baker

Darrell Barnes

Mr Gordon S. Barrass and
Dr Kristen C. Lippincott
James Bartos

Emma Bennett

Mrs Elizabeth Blackman
Alison Britton OBE
Pauline Buchanan Black and
Jonathan Fitzmaurice
Malcolm Bullivant

Rexton S. Bunnett
Elizabeth Butterfield

Lisa C-T

Mary Callaghan

Nancy E. Calvert

Eric and Virginia Campus
Patricia Carr

Ms Elaine Carswell

Alison M. Chabassol
Delyth Chappell

Lavell Charlemagne

Celia Chester

Cynthia Cheung

Eric Chomet and

Timothy Corner

Margie Christian

David Clauss

Dee Conway

John Cook

Mrs Elizabeth Claire Cooke
Jane Cooper

Stephanie and Jeff Cooper
Alison Copley

DrB. M. G. Corley
Jacqueline Crockford

Mr J. H. Dalrymple

Gay Daniels

Steve Daszko

Alyte Davis and Steve Davis
David Davis and

Janice Fiske MBE

Mrs Margaret Devitt
Robert de Warren

Charnijit Dhaliwal

Michael Diamond

Niki Dixon

Yoko Dochi

David Edwards

Ger Eenens and Roos Meijer
Rachael Henry

Johnand Hilary Everett
Garry and Naomi Fabian-Miller
Marianne Falk

Tanya Fedczuk

Dana Fericean

Gerda Flockinger CBE
Alan Flux

Sau Fong Chan

Miss Doreen Frame
Jeffrey Frost

Mrs Elizabeth Gage MBE
Mr Philippe Garner

Martyn Gerard

John Gill

Jane Gordon Clark

Bryan M. Govett

Nigel Grey-Turner

Brian Griggs

Dr Steve and Mrs

Lorraine Groves
Rosemary Haigh

Annika Hall

Charisse Halpern
Elizabeth Hamilton MBE
Marcelle Hanselaar

Joy Harper

Pauline Harrison née Scott
Dr Victoria Harrison and Sir
Brian Harrison

Jennifer Hayes

Simon and Harley Hessel
Jane Hobson

Helen and Stephan Hollemans
Melissa P. Holloway

Dr Johanna Holmes OBE
Professor Maurice Howard
Kate Howe

Mike and Caroline Howes
Elizabeth Huang

Toni Huberman

Ms Anne Hughes

Sir Tristram Hunt
Jeanette and Robert Innes
Nigel Israel FSA

Barbara and Robert

L. Jacobson

Brenda Jadhav

Pamela Jenkins

James Joll

Daniel Katz MBE

Wanda Katz

Dr Susan Kay-Williams
Anna Keen

Miss Diana Kennedy
Steven Kidd

Yvonne Kidd
Suzannah Kinsella
Muriel Knight

Kenson Kwok

Martin Last

Sheila M. Langford
Serena F. C. Ledwidge
Michael Linington
Joan Littlejohn

Dr Bridget Long

Mrs Patricia Lowe
Roger Lunn

Stephen A. Marsden
Léonie Martin

Marion McCrindle
Henry and Fiona McWatters
Helen Meakins

Angela Milne
Jacqueline Mina OBE
Mr Peter Molesworth
Tony Mollett

Alison Moore

Peter and Maggie
Murray-Smith

Dr Vivek Nanda
Suzanne Neville

Lady Newbigging
Laurence Nobes
Christina Norvell
Vincent and Helene Oratore
Michael Osborn

Exhibitions and displays

Support and thanks

< 28 >

John Smart’s 18th-century portrait miniature
of Abdul Khalig Sultan, The Mysorean
Hostage Prince. Purchased with funds

from the Hugh Phillips Bequest

Photo: Victoria and Albert Museum, London
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Patricia Osborn
Nicola Peers

Cath Pike

Ms Alice Poole
Jennifer Prain
Richard Prentice
Lord Queensbury
Mr Nigel Quiney
LizRacz

Ms Yvana Reeves
Barbara Rickwood
CliffRobertson
Susan Rogers Moehlmann
Jonathan Ross
Karen Sarkissian
Tom Selby
Angelina Seltzer
Dr Sandra Sheal
Michael Shepherd
Matt Shields

Ann Skidmore
Ann M Smith

Dr Victoria Solomonidis FKC
Margaret and Patrick Stables

Mrs Gray Standen

Sir Tommy Steele OBE
John Nicol Stephen
Kevin Stockbridge

— Julia Stoneham

— Mr Sunny Tailor

— Alexand Fiona Taylor

— Will Taylor

— David J. Thomas

— Gill Thomas

— Laurence Tiger

— Tricia Topping

— Kathryn Uhde

— Giulia van Boven-Trovato

— Barbara Vijayakumar and
Kalamandalam Vijayakumar

— Hilary and Andrew Walker

— Mark Wallis

— Nigel M. Waring

— Rosie Watts

— Paula Weideger

— Dr Angela Weight

— Mary Wells

— Rob Westwood and
Samara Leibner

— Ann Wilson

— Simon Casimir Wilson OBE

— M. S. Woolfson

— Matthew, Sarah and
Madeleine Young

And others who wish

to remain anonymous

Forewords

Ayearin highlights

Strategic priorities

Exhibitions and displays

Support and thanks

The V&A would like to pay tribute to those who left

alegacy or made a gift in memory of a loved one this year

A. Alfred Taubman
Foundation*

Boris Bally in honour of
Steve Korpa, and of

Bob Ebendorf

in memory of Gail M. Brown
The Estate of Dorothy Bohm
Paul Brown

Roger Bull in memory of
Judith Wicks

Sarah Codling

Sylvia Coppen-Gardner
Max Clendinning and

Ralph Adron

Diana Duncan

Paul Fletcher

Jo Headland in memory of
Sandy Stagg

Agneta Hickley

Rosslyn Hill

William Hives

The Estate of

Pieter Huveneers

M James

Helen Janecek in memory of
Josef Janecek (1916-80)
Martin Kamer in honour of
Janet Arnold

Warren Levin

The Genevieve Ley Estate, in
her memory

Erberto Lo Bue

Margaret Loraine

Conrad Marshall-Purves
Dr Zareer Masani

Richard (Dick) Matchett
David Monkhouse

Roger Napier

— Suzanne and Bernie Pucker
in honour of Zevi Blum

— Julie Rowe and family, in
memory of
Gerald Hopkinson

— Harold and Harriet
Sebag-Montefiore

— Caroline Sterling in memory
of J. A. L. Sterling

— Karun Thakar in memory of
Bina Thakar

— Alison Thomas on behalf of
the Edna Clarke Hall Estate

— Perrine Tracy

— The Wedgwood Society of
NSW in memory of L
Richard Smith

— Claire Worster and Helen

Miles in memory of Laura

Lofting (née Templer)

And others who wish to
remain anonymous

The V&A is grateful to the
Trustees of the V&A
Americas Foundations for
their valuable commitment
and support

— Amanda Baldwin

— Tiffany Dubin

— Deborah Farrington
— Jamee Gregory

— Audrey Gruss

— Ros L’Esperance

— Monica Mandelli (Chair)
— Vatsa Narasimha

— Marcela Pinto

— Mandakini Puri

— Thomas Quick

— Leslie Schreyer

— Chris Thom

— Dr Susan Weber

— Lynne Wheat

Advisory Council of the
V&A 2025-26

— Gregory Annenberg
Weingarten

— Regina Annenberg
Weingarten

— Michael Birkin

— DrGenevieve Davies

— Rusty Elvidge (Chair)

— Mia Fenwick

— Diala Khlat MBE

— Faaiza Lalji

— Malcolm Le May

— Alison Loehnis

— AartiLohia

— Monica Mandelli

— Diana Quasha

— James Ritblat

— Aline Santos

— The Rt Honthe Earl
of Snowdon

— Francis Sultana

— Julian Treger

— Julian Vogel

— Michael Ward

— Sian Westerman

— Ross Wheeler

<29 >

The V&A is very grateful for
the many objects which have
been accepted by His
Majesty’s Government in
lieu of Inheritance Tax and
allocated to the Victoria and
Albert Museum in 2025-26.
The V&Ais also grateful for
the many objects which have
been accepted under the
Cultural Gifts Scheme by
HM Government and
allocated to the Victoria and
Albert Museum.

The V&A would also like

to thank all those who

have supported the
Museum this year as
committed Members.

Their contributions have
helped us to conserve and
expand our magnificent
collections and share our
work with a global audience.
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Image acknowledgements

The V&A would like to thank the following donors for
supporting the works, projects and programmes

illustrated in this report

Page 5,7

— Le Train Bleu front cloth
given by the Friends of
the Museum of the
Performing Arts

Page 6

— A1973 costume for David
Bowie as Ziggy Stardust,
purchase funded by the
V&A Americas Foundation
through the generosity
of the Blavatnik Family
Foundation and Warner
Music Group

— The acquisition of the David
Bowie Archive and creation
of the David Bowie Centre
was made possible thanks to
the David Bowie Estate and
a generous donation from
the Blavatnik Family
Foundation and Warner
Music Group

Page 8

— Xu Shiyuan sculpture
presented by Art Fund

— Unity sculpture commission
supported by the V&A
Americas Foundation

— YouTube watch page given
by Google and Jawed Karim

Page 12
— Joan Armatrading’s first

guitar donated by Joan
Armatrading

Snuffbox once owned

by Frederic the Great

of Prussia, c1795, The
Rosalinde and Arthur
Gilbert Collection on loan
to the Victoria and Albert
Museum, London

Page 15
— V&A Innovate is supported

by the Adobe Foundation
and other generous donors
DesignlLab Nation supported
by the Adobe Foundation and
other generous donors
Upstart: Creative Careers
Festival supported by the
Adobe Foundation and other
generous donors

Board of Trustees of the
V&A 2025-26

— Jonathan Anderson

— Allegra Berman

— Professor Polly Blakesley

— Dr David Bomford

— Rusty Elvidge

— Mariella Frostrup

— Zewditu Gebreyohanes

— Andrew Keith

— Amanda Levete CBE

— Professor Christoph Lindner

— Akshata Murty

— Nigel Newton CBE

— Victoria Nwosu Hope

— Pedro Pina

— Kavita Puri

— Baroness Nemat Shafik DBE
(Chair from 1 January 2025)

— Baroness Amanda Spielman

— Marc St John

Others who served
during the year
— Nigel Webb

Farmer, Port of Alexandria,

2025, by Yasmine El Meleegy,
a Jameel Acquisition

Photo: Victoria and Albert
Museum, London
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